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Whereas the Ba’ath regime confiscated
these artifacts, later dubbed the Iraqi Jewish
Archive, from synagogues and communal or-
ganizations;

Whereas, on May 6, 2003, members of the
United States Armed Forces discovered the
Iraqi Jewish Archive, which included 2,700
books and tens of thousands of documents, in
the heavily damaged and flooded basement
of the Mukhabarat (secret police) head-
quarters;

Whereas, under great urgency and before
adequate time could be dedicated to re-
searching the history of the Iraqi Jewish Ar-
chive, an agreement was signed between the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion and the Coalition Provisional Authority
on August 20, 2003, stating that the Iraqi
Jewish Archive would be sent to the United
States for restoration and then would be
sent back to Iraq after completion;

Whereas, the Iraqi Jewish community is
the constituency of the Archive and is now
represented by the diaspora outside Iraq;

Whereas, the current Government of Iraq
has publicly acknowledged the importance of
the Archive and demonstrated a shared re-
spect for the wishes of the Iraqi Jewish dias-
pora by attending the December 2013 burial
of several Torah fragments from the Archive
in New York;

Whereas United States taxpayers have in-
vested $3,000,000 to restore the Iraqi Jewish
Archive, and the National Archives and
Records Administration has worked dili-
gently to preserve the artifacts;

Whereas the National Archives and
Records Administration is displaying the
Iraqi Jewish Archive in Washington, D.C.
from October 11, 2013, to January 5, 2014, and
in New York City from February 4, 2014, to
May 18, 2014; and

Whereas the Iraqi Embassy to the United
States has said that the Iraqi Jewish com-
munity, like other communities in Iraq,
played a key role in building the country,
shared in its prosperity, and also suffered
exile and forced departure because of tyr-
anny: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) strongly urges the Department of State
to renegotiate with the Government of Iraq
the provisions of the original agreement that
was signed between the National Archives
and Records Administration and the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority in order to en-
sure that the Iraqi Jewish Archive be kept in
a place where its long-term preservation and
care can be guaranteed;

(2) recognizes that the Iraqi Jewish Ar-
chive should be housed in a location that is
accessible to scholars and to Iraqi Jews and
their descendants who have a personal inter-
est in it;

(3) recognizes that the agreement between
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration and the Coalition Provisional Au-
thority was signed before knowing the com-
plete history of the Iraqi Jewish Archive;

(4) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to cultural property under inter-
national law; and

(5) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to ensuring justice for victims of eth-
nic and religious persecution.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 334—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK AND HONORING
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr.
JOHANNS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
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mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:
S. REs. 334

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States have received international acclaim
for academic excellence while providing stu-
dents with lessons that extend far beyond
the classroom;

Whereas Catholic schools present a broad
curriculum that emphasizes the lifelong de-
velopment of moral, intellectual, physical,
and social values in the young people of the
United States;

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States today educate 2,001,740 students and
maintain a student-to-teacher ratio of 13 to
1

Whereas the faculty members of Catholic
schools teach a highly diverse body of stu-
dents;

Whereas the graduation rate for all Catho-
lic school is 99 percent;

Whereas 85 percent of Catholic high school
graduates go on to college;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
who are strongly dedicated to faith, values,
families, and communities by providing an
intellectually stimulating environment rich
in spiritual character and moral develop-
ment; and

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated: ‘“‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by
which the Church fulfills its commitment to
the dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore,
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the
many communities in which he lives.””: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the goals of Catholic Schools
Week, an event cosponsored by the National
Catholic Educational Association and the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops that recognizes the vital contribu-
tions of thousands of Catholic elementary
and secondary schools in the United States;
and

(2) commends Catholic schools, students,
parents, and teachers across the United
States for ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for playing a vital role in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 335—DESIG-

NATING JANUARY 2014 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL MENTORING MONTH”
Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.

ISAKSON, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
CARPER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. ScoTT, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COCHRAN,
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 335

Whereas the goals of National Mentoring
Month are to raise awareness of mentoring,
recruit individuals to volunteer as mentors,
and encourage organizations to engage and
integrate quality mentoring into their ef-
forts;

Whereas mentoring is a longstanding tradi-
tion in which a dependable, caring adult pro-
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vides guidance, support, and encouragement
to facilitate the social, emotional, and cog-
nitive development of a young person;

Whereas a mentor is a caring, consistent
presence who devotes time to a young person
to help that young person discover personal
strength and achieve their potential through
a structured and trusting relationship;

Whereas research on mentoring shows that
formal, high-quality mentoring programs fo-
cused on developing the competence and
character of mentees promote positive out-
comes, such as improved academic achieve-
ment, self-esteem, social skills, and career
development;

Whereas research shows that young people
who are matched with a caring adult
through a quality mentoring program are 46
percent less likely to use illegal drugs, 27
percent less likely to start drinking, 52 per-
cent less likely to skip school, 37 percent less
likely to skip class, and are more trusting of
their parents or guardians;

Whereas more than 5,000 mentoring pro-
grams in communities of all sizes across the
United States focus on building strong, effec-
tive relationships between mentors and
mentees;

Whereas approximately 3,000,000 young
people in the United States are in formal
mentoring relationships due to the remark-
able vigor, creativity, and resourcefulness of
the thousands of mentoring programs in
communities throughout the United States;

Whereas in spite of the progress made to
increase mentoring, the United States has a
serious ‘‘mentoring gap’’, with nearly
15,000,000 young people in need of mentors;

Whereas, in 2012, 399,546 children were in
foster care in the United States, many of
whom were without a mentor and 26,000 of
whom ‘‘aged out’ of foster care by reaching
adulthood without being placed in a perma-
nent home;

Whereas mentor programs that serve foster
children are unique and require additional
considerations, including specialized train-
ing and support necessary to provide for con-
sistent, meaningful, and long-term relation-
ships for children in foster care;

Whereas mentoring is a proven cost-effec-
tive investment;

Whereas for every dollar invested in men-
toring, there is a 3 dollar return to society;

Whereas mentoring partnerships between
the public and private sectors bring State
and local leaders together to support men-
toring programs by preventing duplication of
efforts, offering training in industry best
practices, and making the most of limited
resources to benefit young people in the
United States;

Whereas the designation of January 2014 as
“National Mentoring Month’ will call atten-
tion to the critical role mentors play in help-
ing young people realize their potential; and

Whereas a month-long celebration of men-
toring will encourage more individuals and
organizations, including schools, businesses,
nonprofit organizations, faith institutions,
and foundations, to become engaged in men-
toring and close the mentoring gap in the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of January 2014 as
‘““National Mentoring Month’’;

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of caring adults and
students who are already serving as mentors
and encourages more adults and students to
volunteer as mentors;

(3) supports the goals of mentoring to in-
crease educational achievement, reduce juve-
nile delinquency, and improve life outcomes
for mentees; and

(4) promotes the creation and expansion of
quality mentoring programs across the coun-
try to equip more young people with the
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